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Most good gamertags are already taken. A random one, made from words that do not

usually go together, is far more likely to be free on every platform. This guide covers

why random names work, the four ways to build one, five tips, the platform limits, a

checklist and a page to plan your own.

Why random gamertags are more likely to be free

Names like "ShadowWolf" or "DarkKnight" have been claimed millions of times, so you

end up adding numbers until the name means nothing. A random pairing is rare:

"QuantumPenguin" or "VelvetThunder" joins two words from groups that rarely meet, so

few players have thought of it. It is still easy to say: two real words are simple to call out

in voice chat. It stands out: an odd name sticks in a teammate’s mind better than a

common one.

Four ways to build a random gamertag

1. Two unrelated words. Pick one word from each of two groups: texture and

weather (VelvetThunder), science and animal (QuantumPenguin), space and

food (CosmicToast).

2. A word with a number. Add a number inside or after a word: Pixel847, Zero7Drift,

Agent404. Short numbers are easier to remember.

3. A made-up word. Blend two sounds into one new word: Vexnova, Zyphlux, Krixel.

Nobody else will have it.

4. A seed word plus a surprise. Start from a word you like and pair it with something

unexpected: DragonMuffin, FrostWaffle, CyberLlama.

Five tips

1. Generate in batches. Look at many names together, then keep the two or three you

like best.

2 Say it out loud Your team will call your name in voice chat so it has to be easy
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Platform limits

Platform Length Characters allowed

Xbox Up to 12 characters (older

gamertags up to 15)

Letters, numbers and single spaces

PlayStation

(PSN)

3 to 16 characters Letters, numbers, hyphens and

underscores

Steam Up to 32 characters (profile name) Most characters, including spaces

Discord 2 to 32 characters (username) Lowercase letters, numbers, periods and

underscores

Twitch 4 to 25 characters Letters, numbers and underscores

Limits change from time to time: check the platform’s own settings page before you claim a name.

Before you claim it

Search it: type the name into the platform’s search to see if it is taken. Check the spelling:

avoid letters that look alike, such as I and l. Keep it clean: no real names, no rude words,

nothing you would not say in front of your team.

Plan your random gamertag

Fill this in, then make your names on the Random Gamertag Generator.

A seed word or theme you like

The style and format you want

Three random gamertags, and the one you pick
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